Second-year syntax: Discovering Dependencies
Jeffrey Lidz (University of Maryland)

We examine the interplay between the acquisition of argument structure and wh-movement
during the second year of life. We show that argument structure knowledge is acquired prior to
wh-movement and that this knowledge makes discovery of the form of wh-movement possible.
We further identify the role that a predictive parser plays in shaping early sentence
understanding and in filtering the input that contributes to learning.



